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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
The Beat goes on!   Finally!  Welcome to the new normal.  I kind of like it.

A lot has been going on and a lot is planned going forward for our Club. The day following our May Membership  
meeting (May 14) the Daily Sun published our C1/C8 spread. It got a front page picture  on Wheels along with 
a  full inside page featuring the eight generations of the Corvette and their VVCC member owners. I think it was 
worth getting up before breakfast on that cold spring morning. That article was followed by a front page picture in 
the “Local News” section on  May 19th showing our members lining up in their Corvettes  to make our donation 
to UF Health the Villages Hospital Auxiliary Foundation for the Nurses Certification Assist Program and reports 
this stop was followed by another donation made to the Fruitland Park Police Dept. Then on the front page of 
“local News” on May 26, your President was quoted in the “How We  Give” article. Again on June 2, Local News 
“How We Give” reference is made to the 30 Corvettes that “took part in a parade” to make our Hospital and 
Police Department contributions.  Another member was recruited to do a Wheels shoot this past week so watch 
the Friday Daily Sun to find out who it is.

Don Cheney led a group of our members to the National Cemetery to place Flags for Memorial Day. Thank You 
Don. Mike Roemer will be re-assuming the Membership chair from Paul Bova.  Thanks Paul for all your efforts.

Our June membership meeting is scheduled for June 10th. The meeting will be preceeded by a 5 to 6:15pm cruise-
in at the Eisenhower parking lot.  Show up for the “ICE CREAM SURPRISE”.  At the meeting we will have a 
brief presentation by Rob Mangiamele of Leesberg Community Collision who will discuss the the process that he 
went thru to become a GM (Corvette) Certified Collision Center.

To our “Snowbirds “ who have migrated North, have a GREAT and safe  summer.  See you all in the Fall.

For those staying with us, check the web for the host of monthly activities in which you can participate.

Be safe.

Charlie Tagman/ President 2020/21
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Memorial Day Flag Placement

OUR ESCORTS

GETTING OUR ORDERS

FOR ALL WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE 
PLACEMENT OF FLAGS AT THE

FLORIDA NATIONAL CEMETERY (FNC)  
LAST WEEKEND,

WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT. 
WE HAD 73 CARS AND MOTORCYCLES
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Several people have told me if I ever had the opportunity, I should take delivery 
of my Vette at the National Corvette Museum because it was just fantastic and 
that’s was my plan.  After placing my order 1-1/2 years ago, I finally got the call 
that my Torch Red Corvette convertible was being produced and I could arrange 
a pickup time 2 weeks from actual completion date.  Shane Webb, the Delivery 
Department Manager, texted me and I picked a time slot of 9:30am on April 1. 

Did you know you can’t get there from here?  
Who knew? Flying wasn’t an option at the time, 
and I had always thought when the time came I 
would just rent  a car, NOT!! One cannot rent 
a car one-way from the Villages to Bowling 
Green Kentucky, only one company did say 
they had one for over $1,600...I thought that was 

ridiculous.. then I went into absolute panic mode wondering how, after all this time, I was 
going to get there....hmmmm...then it hit me,  U-Hauls are one way!!  Another hitch, they 
don’t rent panel vans one-way apparently, only trucks, so I began my journey in a 15ft U-haul truck.  

I arrived safely in Bowling Green the day before April 1, and my son flew down from Oklahoma City for this momentous 
occasion and that truly made it even more special as I hadn’t seen him in over a year.  I was up bright and early the morning 
of April 1, and watched on their web cam as my “baby” was the first one of 8 to be driven onto Corvette Blvd., for pickup.  
I was giddy with excitement and could hardly wait for the appointed time.  We got there early and were met by John Witter 
our delivery guy and he was so warm and welcoming, felt like we had known him forever.  John and Lori took care of my 
paperwork while I oogled, at last, my corvette.  There were red ropes around my car and a placard on the stand with my name, 
I felt so special, like a rock star.  The rock star treatment is exactly what we got.  John spent over 2 hours demonstrating all 
the features of my car and explaining  in detail how everything worked, and to my surprise, it  had a retractable top.  I had 
no idea.  I was thinking it was another lift off, so this feature added to my excitement.  As many of you know I have a 2016 
Torch red Z++.06 with lift off top and after almost 7 years, it’s only been off once, and George Borke helped take it off at a 
function a couple of years ago.  Now, I could put the top down whenever I wanted!!! Good times!!!  Only thing I didn’t see 
was the engine, lol.  

John gave us a personalized tour  of the museum and told many interesting and funny stories associated with each of the cars, 
too numerous to mention (not that I could remember them anyways)...just amazing.  The cars that  fell into the sinkhole, 
were on display (or what was left of them) and it was a sickening sight..only one car was ever rebuilt.  

Even though there’s a Corvette shop, we only bought small things and ordered larger items online  as there were 2 of us with 
luggage for the drive back to The Villages.  Unfortunately, the restaurant wasn’t open because of COVID and they were 
taking that opportunity to revamp.

The day drew to a close and our exit was definitely rock star 
quality.  John gave several short blasts of the horn and we began 
our exit slowly down Corvette Blvd. to the applause and cheers 
of all personnel and visitors until we exited the building.  One 
feature of the  car is that it records so I have this as my first video 
to review any time I wish.  Talk about feeling special, well I guess 
we Corvette owners are in a way, for we are fortunate enough to 
drive America’s dream sports car.

This experience was incredible, amazing, fantastic, once in a 
lifetime and the most exciting 5 hours of my life.  The entire staff 
is geared toward making it a special event and my opinion, went 
above and beyond.  I can recommend museum delivery as it truly 
is a “once in a lifetime experience.”  

“Keep On Truckin” To Pick Up My C8
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Wednesday May 14, 2021 
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Ron Tanner, VVCC Master Ambassador;  
Email:  bandito2108@hotmail.com ; Cell:  (402) 651-0474

JUNE UPDATE - Here’s the latest NCM news 
and offerings.

NCM Announces 2022 MiM 9-Day Caribbean Cruise Registration Now Open

Registration for a spectacular 9-day Caribbean Cruise on Celebrity Cruise Line in April of 
2022 is now open!  The number of participants on this trip is limited, and will sell out very 
fast --- REGISTER NOW IF YOU ARE INTERESTED!  The cruise departs and returns to Fort 
Lauderdale, which is very advantageous to Florida residents given the close proximity to the 
port.

This cruise includes C3 Concierge class veranda stateroom and 3 perks: Classic Beverage 
Package; wi-fi; and prepaid gratuities.  Our group will enjoy priority check-in, welcome 
cocktail reception, a private shore excursion for just our group, Concierge class Embarkation 
luncheon, dedicated concierge, and a welcome bottle of sparkling wine.  Click on the following 
NCM link for additional information and registration: 2022 9-Day Caribbean Cruise – National 
Corvette Museum

Update - Participate in an NCM Museum in Motion Trip

Museum in Motion Tours bring Corvette enthusiasts together to enjoy driving their 
Corvettes and visiting new, unique, interesting and exciting venues.  All arrangements 
are made on participant’s behalf by the NCM!  Here is the list of 2021& 2022 MIM 
offerings:

•	 Sights & Sounds of New Orleans March 30 – April 3, 2021 SOLD OUT

•	 Tail of the Dragon / Biltmore Estates  April 25-28, 2021 SOLD OUT

•	 9-Day Caribbean Cruise May 14-23, 2001 CANCELLED 

•	 Branson Experience June 1-6, 2021 SOLD OUT

•	 24 Hours of Le Mans (London, Paris, Le Mans) June 4 - 15, 2021               CANCELLED

•	 Colorado Springs Area July 11-16, 2021 REGISTER NOW
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Ron Tanner, VVCC Master Ambassador;  
Email:  bandito2108@hotmail.com ; Cell:  (402) 651-0474

JUNE UPDATE - Here’s the latest NCM news 
and offerings.

•	 Northeast Ohio Area August 1-6, 2021 CANCELLED

•	 National Parks Tour (AZ & UT) September 19-25, 2021        WAIT LIST

•	 9-Day Caribbean Cruise April 15-25, 2022 REGISTER NOW

Space is limited on all MiM tours, so get your name on the reservation list early.  Contact Bryce 
at 270/777-4506 or Maci at 270/467-8804 at NCM to get your name on the list.  Feel free to contact 
Ron Tanner, NCM Ambassador at 402/651-0474 if you have questions about MiM tours.

Upcoming NCM Corvette Raffles

2021 Torch Red Convertible; 2 LT Equipment Grp; Jet Black Leather Interior
Drawing Date: 6/10/2021 @ 2 PM CDT; Price: $200.00 Each; Tickets: 1,500 (607 Available 

5/30/21)

 
2021 Artic White Coupe; 2 LT Equipment Grp; Adrenaline Red Leather Interior

Drawing Date: 7/1/2021 @ 2 PM CDT; Price: $150.00 Each; Tickets: 1,500 (994 Available 
5/30/21)

2021 Silver Flare Coupe; 2 LT Equipment Grp; Adrenaline Red Leather Interior
Drawing Date: 7/22/2021 @ 2 PM CDT; Price: $100.00 Each; Tickets: 2,000 (1,894 

Available 5/30/21)
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Ron Tanner, VVCC Master Ambassador;  
Email:  bandito2108@hotmail.com ; Cell:  (402) 651-0474

JUNE UPDATE - Here’s the latest NCM news 
and offerings.

2021 Torch Red Coupe; 2 LT Equipment Grp; Jet Black Leather Interior
Drawing Date: 9/04/2021 @ 3 PM CDT; Price: $20.00 Each; Tickets: Unlimited Number

Below is a Raffle Ticket request form for the above raffles – simply clip it, complete, and send 
to the NCM at least 7 days prior to the raffle selected.  The cost of Corvette raffle tickets are 
tax deductible. 

Attention VVCC NCM Members – Pick Up Your  
NCM Recognition Package!

If you did not participate in the March 11 “NCM Member Recognition Night” event, and your 
name is listed below, please pick up your Recognition Package at the NCM Ambassador table 
during the June 10 VVCC membership meeting, or call/text Ron Tanner at 402.651.0474 to 
make arrangements to pick your Recognition Package up at his home.
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Ron Tanner, VVCC Master Ambassador;  
Email:  bandito2108@hotmail.com ; Cell:  (402) 651-0474

JUNE UPDATE - Here’s the latest NCM news 
and offerings.

 Appleton, Jim Grinder, Michael & Brooke Moritz, J R
 Bella, Nick Henderson, Steve Palivoda, Paul & Tory
 Branca, Bob & Susan Jensen, Kim Parks, Delton
 Farkas, Ron Johnson, Dave Peworchik, Carol
 Flanders, Keith Kennedy, Steve & Judy Sheasley, Frank & Karen
 Ford, Richard Madeo, Tom Stopcrynski, Wayne & Erica
  Walters, Rank & Suzanne

Welcome to Our Club’s Newest NCM Member  
(And Farewell to Six Former NCM Members)

During the period May 1-31, 2021 the following VVCC member elected to become an NCM 
member:
 New Individual NCM Member  
 Ronald Farkas                

Unfortunately, 6 former NCM members (2 Individual and 4 Family members) terminated 
their membership by failure to renew their annual dues on/before 11/22/2020; 2/14/2021; 
4/12/2021; and 4/30/2021 respectively, notwithstanding several friendly reminders from 
me and NCM.

Many thanks to each of you who elected to support NCM by becoming a new NCM 
member or renewing your existing NCM membership!

•	 Free Admission to Museum Exhibits
•	 Discount on NCM Sponsored On-Site Events
•	 Discount on NCM Sponsored MIM Events
•	 10% Discount on Corvette Store Apparel, Car Parts & Accessories
•	 Discount on NCM Auto Insurance
•	 Discount on Car Rentals
•	 Discount on Hotels
•	 20% Discount on Carfax Reports
•	 10% Discount on Air Evac/AirMedCare Membership
•	 Discount on Museum Bricks & Tiles
•	 Discount on Build Sheets & Window Stickers
•	 Tax Deductibility of Dues, Donations, Raffle Tickets, Bricks & Tiles
•	 Reduce All or Part of IRA RMD Income by Gifting to NCM
•	 Annual Subscription to America’s Sports Car Magazine
•	 Weekly NCM Email News Updates
•	 Access to Member Only NCM Website Section

Become an NCM Member and Get the Benefits
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Ron Tanner, VVCC Master Ambassador;  
Email:  bandito2108@hotmail.com ; Cell:  (402) 651-0474

JUNE UPDATE - Here’s the latest NCM news 
and offerings.

If you are one of the VVCC Club members who do not belong to NCM, please join now to 
become part of the 36,000 or so fellow Corvette owners, including many VVCC members, 
who are NCM members.   The first year price of becoming an NCM Individual member 
is only $37.50 (or $75.00 for 2 person Family membership) which is a 25% discount 
for VVCC members --- that’s only 72 cents per week for a person to become an NCM 
member.  Annual renewal dues for Individual and Family memberships cost $50, and all 
dues payments are tax deductible.

JOINING NCM/RENEWING NCM MEMBERSHIPS VIA VVCC WEBSITE

It’s easy to join NCM (or renew your NCM membership) via the VVCC website as follows:
•	 Go to our website at www.villagevettes.com

•	 Log onto the website by clicking on Member Login in the upper right corner of 
your screen - have your User Name & Password ready.  

•	 Click on the   NCM   menu tab at the far right end of the menu bar.

•	 Scroll down the page to this selection of buttons.

•	 Click the desired NEW or ReNEW button and follow the prompts.

•	 Pay via credit card on our secure on-line system. 

How can I determine if I’m an NCM member?
Easy – when you are Logged in as a VVCC member on the VVCC website, push the MEMBERS 
ONLY tab on the home page; scroll down to and open the Xcel Membership Roster.  NCM 
membership information is listed for each NCM member in the far right three columns of the 
Roster.

REMINDER – Whenever you do any type of transaction with the NCM, please remember to 
notify the VVCC NCM Ambassador (Ron Tanner) at either the above email address or cell 
phone to ensure our Club receives recognition for supporting the NCM.



12

VILLAGE VETTES CORVETTE CLUB  

Corvette Cavalcade
Last year our club was an early contributor to UF - The Villages Regional Hospital Foundation, this year we did 
it again with our cavalcade to the hospital where we presented a $1000 check.   From there we proceeded to 
Eisenhower Rec Center where a check was presented to the Fruitland Park Police Dept. for their staff Fund.   
Each participant contributed $35 (per car) or more upon registration.  We left from St. Timothy’s Catholic 
Church (gathering at 4:00PM) on May 13th.
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On May 13, Corvettes lined up in front of the hospital for viewing and to make a nice donation to UF 
Health The Villages® Hospital Auxiliary Foundation with funds raised by the club.

  Accepting the check was David Gardner (left), Board 
Member of the Foundation. The check presentation 
was made by Charlie Tagman, President of the club 
(center) and Richard (Rich) Rose, (right) V.P.   

The Village Vettes Corvette Club paraded by the front of the hospital with 31 corvettes. It was quiet a 
collection of both current and vintage vehicles. 

Spotlight on  
    The Village Vettes Corvette Club — 
   ‘Thank You Hospital Workers’ Parade” 
  Always Needed—Forever AppreciatedWith  

W. Roger Akers
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The contribution will go towards Our Workforce 
campaign to support Sfunding for special 
certification for nurses and other training initiatives 
such as the 3G SimMan Manikin lab. 

This is the second year that the Village Vettes 
Corvette Club has made a contribution to the 
Foundation. Last year their contribution was 
directed to the Pandemic Preparedness Fund.

Thank you Village Vettes Corvette Club for 
contributing to The Villages® in general and 
specifically to the Hospital Auxiliary Foundation.

V
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Spring Fling at George Nahas Chevrolet

This is a heartfelt thank you for your work 
yesterday at our "Spring Fling" at George Nahas 

Chevrolet.

We were fortunate to bring in $575 via auction 
thanks to Paul and Marcus, and another $185 via 
50/50 sales hosted by Bob and Betty Bachand. 

I love this auction tag-team of Paul and Marcus who are always willing to do it. 

And to Bob and Betty Bachand for the 
unwavering devotion to 50/50 sales. 

How about VP Rich Rose and Pam 
Sherrill getting cars into spaces quickly 

and efficiently? And Art Donnelly 
guiding them to west lot with authority. 

How about Mike White doing anything 
and everything that needed to be done 

with hardly a notice by anyone? 

And of course, our BOD for their understanding 
and green-lighting the event.

All in all, a great day made easier with our 
club's willingness to step up to help toward our 

successes.

All the best.

Jim Loguidice, Co-Chair
Mike White, Co-Chair
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One of two World War II Chinese trainers 
takes off the annual EAA Chapter 1236 air 
show at Loves Landing in Weirsdale, Fl on 
Saturday May 15, 2021. The event, which is 
usually held in November, attracted more 
then 100 planes from around the Southeast. 
Included were everything from World War II 
Chinese fighter trainers to modern aircraft.   
[Alan Youngblood/Special to the Ocala Star-
Banner]

Doug Bonnette prepares to take off in a SX-300 

Up, Up And Away!   
excerpted from the Ocala Star Banner

A fly in volunteer checks out John Stahr’s custom 
painted Vans RV-8 acrobatic plane 

An aviation enthusiast checks out the large 9 
cylinder radial engine of a 1944 Stinson 

Aviation enthusiasts check out  all the aircrafts

Nose art on one of two World War II Chinese trainers
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Village Vettes Upcoming Events for June and July
June 3, (Thursday) Stumpknockers on the River

MEETING PLACE: Mulberry Rec Center
MEETING TIME: 4:00PM
DEPART TIME: 4:15PM

Registration cancellations will be accepted until 
Thursday, June 3, 2021 at 12:01 AM

June 5, (Saturday) Flags For Fallen Veterans 
(REMOVAL) 8:00 AM

BUSHNELL NATIONAL CEMETERY
For more information Contact

Don R CHANEY
352-633-9158 (p)

DonChaney@comcast.net

June 10, (Thursday)PRE-MEETING CRUISE-IN
Eisenhower Parking Lot 4:30 PM

1. JUST SHOW UP
2. BRING YOUR CHAIRS & UMBRELLAS  

(for shade)
3. Bring something cool/cold to drink

4. Snacks are encouraged
5. HAVE FUN

June 10, (Thursday)  
General Membership Meeting

Eisenhower Regional Rec Center 6:30 PM

June 19, (Saturday)
SPANISH SPRINGS MONTHLY CRUISE-IN 

1953-1991 Vettes Welcome
Spanish Springs Town Center 2:00 PM

June 24, (Thursday)  
ST. JOHN RIVERSHIP CRUISE & LUNCH 

MEETING PLACE: Mulberry Rec Center
MEETING TIME: 8:00AM
DEPART TIME: 8:30AM

DRIVE TIME: Approx 90 minutes
Steven H MARCOTTE

224-406-6417 (p)
Shmcotte@gmail.com

June 26, (Saturday)  
VILLAGES CARS & COFFEE 

Parking Lot behind Panera Sumter Landing 9:00 AM
Show up the last Saturday of each month for this 
casual, fun get together of fellow car guys & gals.

July 3, (Saturday) Cruise the Town Squares -  
End at Baker House 4:00 PM

Registration Required
Don R CHANEY
352-633-9158 (p)

DonChaney@comcast.net

July 8, (Thursday) PRE-MEETING CRUISE-IN
Eisenhower Parking Lot 4:30 PM

July 8, (Thursday)
General Membership Meeting

Eisenhower Regional Rec Center 6:30 PM

July 14, (Wednesday)
Blackwater Inn - Williams Landing -- Dinner
MEETING PLACE: Laurel Manor Rec Center

MEETING TIME: 4:00PM
DEPART TIME: 4:15PM

June 17, (Saturday)
SPANISH SPRINGS MONTHLY CRUISE-IN 

1953-1991 Vettes Welcome
Spanish Springs Town Center 2:00 PM

July 23, (Friday)
Lakeridge Winery Tour and 

 LUNCH @ Rodelo’s (Italiano) 9:00 AM
Registration is required - Contact

Anthony W DiSalvo
352-775-6883 (p)

disalvo7787@hotmail.com9:00 AM

June 31, (Saturday)
VILLAGES CARS & COFFEE  

Parking Lot behind Panera Sumter Landing 9:00 AM
Show up the last Saturday of each month for this 
casual, fun get together of fellow car guys & gals.
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Welcome New Members

List of New Members Since April 1, 2021:

Larry and Linda Hartle 
They live in the Village of Glenbrook 
They are from Forney, TX and have a 
2021 C8 Red Mist

Gus Reis  
He lives in the Village of Mira Mesa 
They are from New York and they have a 
2000 C5 Torch Red

David and Beth Stepanek 
They live in the Village of Silver Lake 
They are from Connecticut and they have 
a 2005 C6 Daytona Sunrise

Dylan and Erin Todd 
They live in the Village of Marsh Bend 
They are from Boston and they have a 
1995 C5 Artic White

Let’s give a warm welcome 
to our newest members! 
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Charlie TAGMAN - PRESIDENT
(407) 375-9179
ctagman@aol.com

Rich ROSE - VICE PRESIDENT
(908) 752-8788 
ra_rose@hotmail.com 

Marcus SHERILL - SECRETARY
(352) 693-2511
msherrill45@gmail.com

Art DONNELLY - TREASURER
(631) 792-2203
apd.vette@gmail.com

Thomas L SWIERS - ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR
(352) 633-2333
tom@swiers.com

George BORKE - WEBMASTER
(407) 758-5298
(352) 205-7167
borkg2006@gmail.com

VVCC BOARD MEMBERS

ARTICLES OF INTEREST WANTED

We are looking for articles for our newsletter.  If 
any member has an article they think may be of  

interest to other club members please submit it for 
consideration to darrybova@gmail.com.  Please 
include information on the source publication if 

you didn’t write it yourself.


